
APPLICATION FOR 
UNITED STATES LETTER PATENT 

SPECIFICATION 

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Be it known that I, Donald W. Snyder, a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of the State of Iowa, City of Long Grove, having a postal address of 306 S. Woodlawn, 
Long Grove, Iowa 52756, have invented a new and useful CHAIR RAISER of which the 
following forms the specification. 


CHAIR RAISER 


CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
Not applicable. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED 
RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

Not applicable. 

REFERENCE TO MICROFICHE APPENDIX 
Not applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to an aid for handicapped persons. More 
particularly the present invention relates to a device for raising a chair to make it easier 
for a handicapped person to exit the chair. 

Background Art 

It is often the case that chairs are too low for a handicapped person to easily exit 
from them. Some devices to remedy this situation use electric actuators to lift and tilt a 
chair for the elderly person to exit more easily. Other, more basic devices, simply raise 
a chair higher than it normally sits and require no power, electrical or otherwise. 


U.S. Patents issued to Anderson (5,251,960), Monteiro, Jr. (5,725,188), Christensen 
(5,333,825), and Crochet (3,952,983) all disclose structure for elevating a chair above a 
floor. 

5 It is stated in the Anderson '960 patent, "the auxiliary booster frame provides an 

inexpensive and reliable way of raising the chair to make it easier for people to get into 
and out of the chair, and requires no moving parts or electrical connections." 

The Monteiro, Jr. ' 188 patent discloses a support pad with an upstanding elevation 
block having an elongated groove formed in its top surface. U-shaped legs of lawn 
10 chairs are received in the groove. Also provided are "blind holes" for supporting lawn 

chairs having vertical tubular legs. 

None of the above patents discloses a chair raiser having removable pegs for 
accommodating chair legs and/or transverse cross members under the chair. 
Furthermore, there is no motivation or teaching in the prior art of a chair raiser having 
15 removable pegs for securing chair legs and allowing clearance for cross member 

supports which may be present in some chairs. 

There is, therefore, a need for a simple, unpowered device for elevating a chair; the 
device having removable pegs for accommodating the chair's legs or cross members. 
There is a further need for such a device having sufficient pegs are provided to permit 
20 use with many chair makes and models. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
A purpose of this invention is to provide a method and device for elevating a chair 
to aid an elderly or handicapped person in exiting the chair. An additional purpose of 
25 this invention is for a device having a plurality of removable pegs such that appropriate 

pegs can be removed to accommodate chairs' transverse cross members and legs, etc. as 
needed. 

The present invention comprises two elongated members, one for each side of the 
chair. Each of the elongated members has an elevated flat surface that is enclosed on 


3 


three sides. The enclosed sides are at the front, back and side of the chair. The side of 
the flat surface toward the underside of the chair is open. A row of removable pegs is 
provided along the open side of the flat surface. Removing appropriate pegs allows 
room for chair legs and/or transverse cross members that would otherwise preclude the 
use of such a chair raiser. The remaining pegs may provide additional stability as they 
bear against the chair's legs and/or cross members, thus not permitting the chair to move 
or slide forward or back. 

In a first embodiment, the three enclosed sides of the flat surface are enclosed by a 
solid wall. In a second embodiment, the enclosed sides are lined with additional pegs, 
some or all of which may also be removable. 

The device of the present invention may be made of high-impact or other plastic, 
metals of many types and configurations, hard rubber, or wood. The present invention 
is not limited to any particular material of construction. 

The novel features which are believed to be characteristic of this invention, both as 
to its organization and method of operation together with further objectives and 
advantages thereto, will be better understood from the following description considered 
in connection with the accompanying drawings in which a presently preferred 
embodiment of the invention is illustrated by way of example. It is to be expressly 
understood however, that the drawings are for the purpose of illustration and description 
only and not intended as a definition of the limits of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the chair raiser of the present invention having 
removable pegs; 

Fig, 2 is a side elevation view of the chair raiser having removable pegs; 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the chair raiser having removable pegs; 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation view of the chair raiser having removable pegs; 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of two chair raisers with a chair to be raised; 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of the chair raiser of the 


present invention having pegs to enclose three sides of a flat surface; and 

Fig. 7 is a side elevation view of the chair raiser in use under a chair or other 
furniture with appropriate pegs removed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The chair raiser 100 of the present invention is shown in five views in Figs, 1-4, 
and 6. A substantially broad, integral base 110 provides purchase for the chair raiser 
100 on a floor or other horizontal surface. The chair raiser 100 gets its height from a 
raised portion 120 with a flat upper surface 125. The flat upper surface 125 is outfitted 
with a series of holes 140 of adequate diameter and depth to easily receive pegs 130. 
Three sides of the flat upper surface 125 are enclosed by a solid wall 150 in a first 
embodiment, and an outer series of pegs 600 (Fig. 6) in a second embodiment. In either 
embodiment, the enclosure 150, 600 is of sufficient height and strength to limit the 
travel of the chair's legs. In some cases, a chair's 500 (see Fig. 5) outer frame may rest 
on the enclosure 150, 600 rather than the chair's 500 legs having bearing on the flat 
upper surface 125. 

The pegs 140 are removable from the raised portion 120 of the chair raiser 100. 
Pegs 140 are selectively removed to allow room for the chair's 500 legs and transverse 
cross members. An example is shown in Fig. 7. One peg 140 has been removed to 
make room for a front leg 700. Another peg 140 has been removed to accommodate a 
rear transverse cross member 710. Other pegs 140 remain installed in the chair raiser 
100. 

A chair 500 is shown ready to lower onto two chair raisers 100 in Fig. 5. The 
furniture with which chair raisers 100 of the present invention may be used include 
kitchen chairs, overstuffed chairs, love seats, and sofas. 


The above embodiments are the preferred embodiments, but this invention is not 
limited thereto. It is, therefore, apparent that many modifications and variations of the 
present invention are possible in light of the above teachings. It is, therefore, to be 
understood that within the scope of the appended claims, the invention may be practiced 
5 otherwise than as specifically described. 
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